
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN 

 

April 2, 2021                                                      “Good Friday”                                6:30 pm 
 

 

GATHER IN SILENCE                
 

HYMN                                          “Stay Here and Keep Watch” 
Stay here and keep watch with me. The hour has come. 

Stay here and keep watch with me.  Watch and pray. 
 

PRAYER 
L: Holy God, on this solemn, holy day, receive our prayer.  

Loving God, we ask you to stir up within us discontent with the way things are in the 
world and in our own lives. 

P: Prod me to see children who have no home, people who don’t have enough to  
eat, neighbors who desperately seek to belong. 

Prod me to notice your people struggling with physical and mental health; the  
men, women, and children behind bars. 

Prod me to recognize my contribution to your hurting creation, the  
opportunities to protect the planet that I have wasted. 

Prod me to acknowledge the times I assumed others would help rather than  
volunteering myself. 

Jar my complacency and expose my excuses, O God. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 

L: Gracious God, push us to have integrity in all we say and do, in our relationships and 
decisions. 

P: Instill in me a desire to be changed and set me on a right path. 
 Challenge me to stand against violence, destruction, hatred, and division. 
 Teach me to fill my time with life-giving commitments, not self-serving actions. 
 Place deep within me a longing for others to see You and Your way through me  

and my life. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 

L: On this day clouded with violence and darkness, we thank you for the life of Jesus the 
Christ, a man gentle of heart who sought to be a friend to the poor and neglected; a 
man committed to a life of service. As we worship, look upon us with compassion. 
Remove from us the guilt that weakens us. Help us to forgive and to be reconciled with 
each other; including with our enemies.  



P: O God, we ask for your presence. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 

L: Make this day and our worship be committed to truth, Your truth.  
P: Amen. 
 

HYMN                             “Journey to Gethsemane” 
Journey to Gethsemane, go and feel the tempter’s power;  

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch the anguish of this hour;  
Do not hide or turn away: learn from Jesus how to pray. 

 

SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTIONS 
 Mark 14:53-65  Jesus Before the High Priest 
 Mark 15:1-15  Jesus Before Pontius Pilate 
 Mark 15:16-23  Jesus is Mocked 
 Mark 15:24-38  Jesus is Crucified 
 Mark 15:39, 42-47 Jesus’ Body Laid in the Tomb 
  

SOLO                                 “He Never Said A Mumblin’ Word” 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER REFRAIN                             “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 

L: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 
 

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 
 

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world. 
 

HYMN                                                   “Jesus, Remember Me” 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 

DEPART IN SILENCE 


