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January 29, 2023                                 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                                              10:00 am 
 

Gathering 
 

“It has to do with seeing God. “Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).”  

- John Piper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                             
 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Jesus came to teach people about God’s ways. 
P: Come Jesus, and teach us this day. 
L: He taught a new way of looking at the world and ourselves. 
P: Come Jesus, and teach us this day. 
L: He taught us that it is better to give than receive. 
P: Come Jesus, and teach us this day. 
L: He taught us that we are to be peacemakers. 
P: Come Jesus, and teach us this day. 
L: And he taught us that we should offer mercy and compassion. 
P: Come Jesus, and teach us this day. 
L: Let us learn from Jesus and, by the Spirit’s power, be his body for the world. 
All: Come let us worship the God who leads us into life! 
 
 
 

 

No matter who you are.  No matter where 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are 

welcome here!   
 

As Jesus’ courageous disciples, 
living God’s grace, we strive to: 

 - Worship faithfully 
 - Welcome openly 
 - Grow spiritually 
 - Care passionately 
 - Serve generously 

 

Welcome to our guests who are visiting with 
us today! Join us for coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall following the worship service. 
 

- The nursery is available for young children. 
- Activity bags are available for children. 
- Large print bulletins are available from the  
  ushers. 
- Please stand when noted by the *  
- Congregation responses are in bold. 
- Please stop at the welcome station for a gift. 



*HYMN                                  All Creatures of Our God and King 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
L: Merciful God, you know that we talk much about peace, but at the same time 

make much trouble for ourselves and for each other. 
P: We quarrel – at home and school, work and play, even at church.  We let 

loyalties to things and ideas surpass our loyalty to you our God. 
L: Sometimes we even hide from the costs and joys of discipleship.  God, forgive us 

in your mercy. 
P: Embrace us with your reconciliation and peace. 
All: Fill us with a purposeful light that shines forth into all the world.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: Friends, “God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 

to our iniquities. 
P: As the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love for us. 
L: As far as the east is from the west, 
P: So far God removes our transgressions from us. 
L: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! 
L: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet one another with signs of peace) 
 

*GLORIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hearing the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Micah 6:1-8 
 

PSALM 15 (Cantor will introduce; congregation, please join on refrain) 
 

         R 
 

 
 
 
 
 
L: O LORD, who may abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill? 
P: Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from 

their heart;  
L: Who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up 

a reproach against their neighbors;  
P: In whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear 

the LORD; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;  
L: Who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent. 
P: Those who do these things shall never be moved.  R 
 

Celebrating the Meal 
 

(All Christians are welcome at the table of our Lord.  The bread is gluten-free.  Red wine and white 
grape juice are offered.  Those choosing not to commune may receive a blessing from the servers.) 

 

The Invitation to the Meal 
L: Today we gather at the table of the Lord where ordinary gifts of bread and wine 

are shared, where a vision for a new heaven and a new earth shine forth for all to 
see.  We come to be filled where once we were hungry. 

P: We come to have our thirst quenched where once we were parched. 
L: We come to find peace in a broken world. 
All: We come and gather around the table so that together we may become God’s 

faithful followers. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
 



L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L: It is right and good always to give thanks, … 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 
 

L: We praise your name as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   
 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
Hymns during the distribution of the elements: 

 
 

Blest Are They 
Congregation joins on refrain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 
Congregation joins on refrain. 

 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 
 

 
 
 



I Am Sure I Shall See 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
All: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 

granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Rev. Chris Myers 
 

SONG (Children preschool through grade 8 leave for Sunday School.) 
 

Jesus loves me!  This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 

Jesus loves me!  Still today, walking with me on my way, 
Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 



GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:1-12 
 
 

SERMON                                   Rev. Chris Myers 
 
 

*HYMN                                                      Rain Down 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*STATEMENT OF FAITH (taken from the New Zealand Church) 
You, O God, are supreme and holy.  You create our world and give us life.   
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died 

and rose again.  You are with us now. 
You are God. 
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and hear; you overcome death.  You are our God.  We worship you.  

Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
 

Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 
 

…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

MISSION MOMENT - River Falls Food Pantry Rene Bylander 
 

GATHERING OUR GIFTS            Every Time I Feel the Spirit Chancel Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY                              
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Loving God, we give you heartfelt thanks for all your abundant blessings in our 
lives.  We thank you for this community of faith, a home for us on our journey to be 
your people.  We thank you for every opportunity you provide us to share our gifts, 
our lives with you and to build up the community of the people of God throughout 
the earth.  Amen.   
 

Sending 
 

*HYMN                                 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing #77 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Reprinted music used by permission under the following licenses: 

OneLicense.net A-703731; CCLI License 2892021 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS 
Preacher: Chris Myers 
Celebrant: Chris Myers 
Cantor: David Reilly 
Liturgist: Jean Smith 
Deacons: Marshall Skule, Sheila Peterson 
 Laura Anderson, Cindy Gandrud 
Organist: Marsha Pearson 
Nursery: Kahla Fuller 
Live Stream: Jeff Hoffman 
Trustee: Jeff Hoffman 
Welcomers: Jean Smith, Merle and Jill  
 Paulson, JoAnn Lentz 
Coffee  
  Fellowship: Kathy and Beth Rausch 
 St. B’s Donuts 
Counters: Jean Smith, Trish Graves 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Christopher Myers 
Education Pastor: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Community & 
  Outreach Pastor: Deb Meyer 
Youth Ministers: Alex Plum, Sarah Plum 
Music Coordinator & 
  Bell Director:  Jamie Mills 
Choir Director: Sarah Plum 
Organists:  Terry Mithun,  
  Marsha Pearson 
Building Manager: Timothy Bylander 
Church Moderator: Joel Larsen 
Office Administrator: Missy Luedtke 
Nursery Attendant: Kahla Fuller 
Custodian:  Farnum Fuller 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

                                                    Dec 31, 2022 
General Fund Income             $  504,131.59 
General Fund Expenses              503,908.19 
 2021 Net Income                $         223.40 
 

                                                     Jan 22, 2023 
General Fund Income*           $   40,770.28 
 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 
*A new budget will be approved at the February 5th Annual Meeting. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Offering QR Code  

1.  On your mobile device, open your Camera app or QR Code app 

2.  Point your camera at the QR Code 

3.  Click the tab ‘Give Online’ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 



Please remember the following in your prayers this week: 
 

Those who are ill or recovering: 
Zeke Wells, Neal Prochnow, Donna Moseman, Melissa Oscanyan (friend of Ann Nelson), Bernie and 
Joe (brothers of Becky Pajac), Raelle and Jeff Jorae, Arnie Follstad (Jamie Follstad’s father), Joy and 
Ted Anderson, Alice Hanson    
 

Prayers for the ministry of our congregation: 
- For the Rev. Michael Jones who began his call this week as our Northwest Association Associate  
  Conference Minister, that he may guide and lead us as churches and pastors 
- For church leaders preparing for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 5, may it be a true  
  celebration of our life and ministry as a church  
- For Joy Seekers, a new small group seeking to spread God’s joy inside and outside our church walls 
- For the CE Team gearing up for Cardboard City this Sunday!  
-For those who each Sunday volunteer as liturgists, deacons, teachers, trustees, teachers, and  
  coffee hosts  
- For those who support our church’s ministry with their tithes, offerings, and gifts--you are all a  
  blessing 
 

Prayers for our World: 
- For parents dealing with wave after wave after wave of sickness this winter, may God give them  
  strength  
- For those affected by yet more mass shootings, may we stop this madness O God  
- For those dealing with mental health issues, that they may receive support  
- For those getting Covid, RSV and the flu in this latest round, may they stay home and feel better 
- For civilians caught in the war in Ukraine who always suffer the most, may a better way forward  
  be found  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 
- For the Simpson Homeless Shelter (one of our mission partners) which is moving temporarily off  
  site so a brand new multi-million-dollar shelter and apartment building may be built, may God  
  bless their efforts 
- For Cardboard City, a time to connect with each other and our creativity  
- For ending the 2022 church budget with a very modest ($223) surplus, thank you church! 
- For Joel Larsen ending his two year tenure as church moderator, Kathy Rausch beginning her  
  tenure as moderator and Marie Roe who will begin as vice-moderator, thank you all for your  
  ministry! 
 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones: 
- For those in morning including the families of Diana Villeneuve (father Jeff), Jan Hansen  
  (son in law Gil), Alan Tuchtenhagen (cousin Tom), Lee Lueck (nephew Larry), Jan Place  
  (sister Kathy), Del Hirstein (husband Roger), may you comforted through the care of others  
  and the peace of Christ  
 

If you have people you wish to include on our prayer list, please contact the church office or one of 
the pastors.  
 



JANUARY 29, 2023                            (A) FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Micah 6:1-8 

Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations 
of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 

‘O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.’ 

‘With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 
before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 


