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February 5, 2023                                  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                                              10:00 am 
 

Gathering 
 

“Salt and light, both commodities in Jesus’ time, sustain life—if you use them…  
The purpose of the commodity is in its use.” 

- Kat Banakis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                             
 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: We are the salt of the earth. 
P: We season our community with the love of God. 
L: We are the salt of the earth. 
P: We preserve the life of Christ in the world. 
L: We are the salt of the earth. 
P: We flavor our relationships with mercy and forgiveness. 
L: We are the salt of the earth. 
P: We help to thaw the icy hearts of the cold and dispassionate. 
L: We are the salt of the earth. 
P: We sow integrity, wholeness and joy. 
L: We are the salt of the earth so… 
P: Let us remain ever salty and ever faithful to God’s call! 
All: Come let us worship the God who leads us into life! 
 

 

No matter who you are.  No matter where 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are 

welcome here!   
 

As Jesus’ courageous disciples, 
living God’s grace, we strive to: 

 - Worship faithfully 
 - Welcome openly 
 - Grow spiritually 
 - Care passionately 
 - Serve generously 

 

Welcome to our guests who are visiting with 
us today! Join us for coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall following the worship service. 
 

- The nursery is available for young children. 
- Activity bags are available for children. 
- Large print bulletins are available from the  
  ushers. 
- Please stand when noted by the *  
- Congregation responses are in bold. 
- Please stop at the welcome station for a gift. 



*HYMN                                                 All Are Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
L: Eternal God, our memories are short and we need your nudges to remember 

your blessings. 
P: Forgive us when we forget you, O God. 
L: We get caught up in the worries and wrinkles of living and lose sight of your 

abiding presence. 
P: Forgive us when we forget you, O God. 
L: The urgent and the necessary crowd out playful thanksgiving and heartfelt 

gratitude. 
P: Forgive us when we forget you, O God. 
L: Let your light brighten our way, your peace ease our anxious moments, your love 

heal our troubled minds, and your joy kindle our memory and hope. 
P: Forgive us when we forget you, O God.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: Our God is quick to forgive.  Friends, hear the good news and receive it with joy: 
P: In Jesus Christ we are set free from the sins of the past and empowered to live a 

new life here and now. 
L: This is good news! 
P: Alleluia!  Amen. 
L: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet one another with signs of peace) 
 
 

*GLORIA                                         Alleluia! Give the Glory 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Give the glory and the honor to the Lord! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Give the glory and the honor to the Lord! 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 58:6-9a 
 

PSALM 112:1-9 (Cantor will introduce; congregation, please join on refrain) 
 

         R 
 

 
 
 

L: Praise the LORD!  Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his 
commandments. 

 



P: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will 
be blessed. 

L: Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever. 
P: They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, 

and righteous. 
L: It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with 

justice. 
P: For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered for ever.  They 

are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD. 
L: Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in 

triumph on their foes. 
P: They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness 

endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor.  R 
 

Celebrating the Meal 
 

(All Christians are welcome at the table of our Lord.  The bread is gluten-free.  Red wine and white 
grape juice are offered.  Those choosing not to commune may receive a blessing from the servers.) 

 

The Invitation to the Meal 
L: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, this is the table where our Savior Jesus Christ wants 

to feed us on the bread of life.  Let us feast on his grace that forgives us.  Let us 
feast on his peace that calms us.  Let us feast on his love that frees us.  Come just 
as you are and be fed by him.   

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L: It is right and good always to give thanks, … 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 
 

L: We praise your name as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 
 
 
 
 



Distribution of the Elements 
Hymns during the distribution of the elements: 

 

Gather Us In 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



We Are Called 
Congregation joins on refrain. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

All: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Rev. Chris Myers 
 

SONG (Children preschool through grade 8 leave for Sunday School.) 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:13-20 
 

SERMON                                   Rev. Chris Myers 
 

*HYMN                                      You Are the Salt of the Earth #181 
 
 
 
 



*STATEMENT OF FAITH – United Church of Christ 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, 
and to your deeds we testify:   

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before 
each one the ways of life and death.    

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.   
You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and 

apostles.   
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come 

to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world 
to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 
Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues and races. 

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your 
servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the 
powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion 
and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in 
the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in 
your realm which has no end.  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
 

Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 
 

…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING OUR GIFTS                    Ave Verum Corpus Chancel Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                   We Praise You, O God 
 

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you; 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Holy God, with great joy we offer these gifts to you. You have blessed us richly 
and poured out your generosity and love on us without restraint.  Bless these gifts 
and use them to spread your light and our light into the world. Amen. 
 



Sending 
 

*HYMN                                 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Reprinted music used by permission under the following licenses: 

OneLicense.net A-703731; CCLI License 2892021 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS 
Preacher: Chris Myers 
Celebrant: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Cantor: David Reilly 
Liturgist: Steve Koecher 
Deacons: Karen Lloyd, Cindy Gandrud, 
 Jena Most 
Organist: Marsha Pearson 
Nursery: Kahla Fuller 
Live Stream: Ryan Luedtke 
Trustee: Steve Koecher 
Welcomers: Callie and Jada Trautmiller 
Coffee  
  Fellowship: Church Council 
Counters: Dennis Linder, Jean Smith 
 

Altar table flowers are given by Deb Hoffman 
in celebration of Nancy Neu’s 80th birthday. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Christopher Myers 
Education Pastor: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Community & 
  Outreach Pastor: Deb Meyer 
Youth Ministers: Alex Plum, Sarah Plum 
Music Coordinator & 
  Bell Director:  Jamie Mills 
Choir Director: Sarah Plum 
Organists:  Terry Mithun,  
  Marsha Pearson 
Building Manager: Timothy Bylander 
Church Moderator: Joel Larsen 
Office Administrator: Missy Luedtke 
Nursery Attendant: Kahla Fuller 
Custodian:  Farnum Fuller 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

                                                    Dec 31, 2022 
General Fund Income             $  504,131.59 
General Fund Expenses              503,908.19 
 2021 Net Income                $         223.40 
 

                                                     Jan 29, 2023 
General Fund Income*           $   42,443.88 
 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 
*A new budget will be approved at the February 5th Annual Meeting. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Offering QR Code  

1.  On your mobile device, open your Camera app or QR Code app 

2.  Point your camera at the QR Code 

3.  Click the tab ‘Give Online’ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 



Please remember the following in your prayers this week: 
 

Those who are ill or recovering: 
Zeke Wells, Neal Prochnow, Donna Moseman, Melissa Oscanyan (friend of Ann Nelson), Bernie and Joe 
(brothers of Becky Pajac), Raelle and Jeff Jorae, Arnie Follstad (Jamie Follstad’s father), Alice Hanson    
 

Prayers for the ministry of our congregation: 
- For the Rev. Michael Jones who began his call this week as our Northwest Association Associate  
  Conference Minister and who will be our guest preacher here on Sunday, February 26 
- For church leaders preparing for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 5, may it be a true  
  celebration of our life and ministry as a church  
- For Our Neighbors’ Place who hosted their annual Casino Night Fundraiser at Kilkarney on February 4,  
  may it help fund this vital community ministry  
- For Joy Seekers, a new small group seeking to spread God’s joy inside and outside our church walls 
- For those getting ready for the Back Bay Mission trip to Biloxi, Mississippi in March, may you be  
  given strength  
- For those who each Sunday volunteer as liturgists, deacons, teachers, trustees, teachers, and coffee  
  hosts  
- For those who support our church’s ministry with their tithes, offerings, and gifts-you are all a blessing 
 

Prayers for our World: 
- For parents dealing with wave after wave after wave of sickness this winter, may God give them  
  strength  
- For those affected by yet more mass shootings, may we stop this madness O God  
- For those dealing with mental health issues, that they may receive support  
- For those getting Covid, RSV and the flu in this latest round, may they stay home and feel better 
- For civilians caught in the war in Ukraine who always suffer the most, may a better way forward be  
  found  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 
- For the Simpson Homeless Shelter (one of our mission partners) which is moving temporarily off  
  site so a brand new multi-million-dollar shelter and apartment building may be built, may God bless  
  their efforts 
- For Cardboard City, a time to connect with each other and our creativity  
- For Nancy Neu (Deb Hoffman’s mother) who celebrated her 80th birthday on Saturday and who is  
  honored with the flowers on the communion table, may you enjoy many more years of vibrant life 
- For ending the 2022 church budget with a very modest ($223) surplus, thank you church! 
- For the gift of a new church roof after the hailstorm thanks to insurance (the peaked roofs are  
  finished, the flat roofs will be replaced this spring) 
- For Joel Larsen ending his two-year tenure as church moderator, Kathy Rausch beginning her tenure  
  as moderator and Marie Roe who will begin as vice-moderator, thank you all for your ministry! 
 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones: 
- For those in morning including the families of Diana Villeneuve (father Jeff), Jan Hansen (son in law  
  Gil), Alan Tuchtenhagen (cousin Tom),  Lee Lueck (nephew Larry), Jan Place (sister Kathy), Del Hirstein  
  (husband Roger), may you comforted through the care of others and the peace of Christ  
 

If you have people you wish to include on our prayer list, please contact the church office or one of the 
pastors.  
 



FEBRUARY 5, 2023                            (A) FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Isaiah 58:6-9a 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 5:13-20 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 


