
   
 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
River Falls, Wisconsin 

 

February 26, 2023 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Temptation 
of Adam and Eve 

The Temptation 
of Jesus 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN 

 

February 26, 2023                                        First Sunday in Lent                                                       10:00 am 
 

Gathering 
 

Calvin:  Do you believe in the devil?  You know, a supreme evil being dedicated to the 
temptation, corruption and destruction of humankind? 

 

Hobbes:  I’m not sure that man needs the help. 
 

- Bill Watterson, creator of the comic strip Calvin & Hobbes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                             
 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Our Lenten journey has begun. 
P: Let us follow the example of Jesus who… 
L: Listened for the voice of God in the wilderness, 
P: Followed the leading of the Holy Spirit, 
L: And resisted temptation. 
P: Jesus is the Bread of Life. 
L: Let us feast on him during this Lenten season. 
All: Come let us worship. 
 

*HYMN                                     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #43 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No matter who you are.  No matter where 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are 

welcome here!   
 

As Jesus’ courageous disciples, 
living God’s grace, we strive to: 

 - Worship faithfully 
 - Welcome openly 
 - Grow spiritually 
 - Care passionately 
 - Serve generously 

 

Welcome to our guests who are visiting with 
us today! Join us for coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall following the worship service. 
 

- The nursery is available for young children. 
- Activity bags are available for children. 
- Large print bulletins are available from the  
  ushers. 
- Please stand when noted by the *  
- Congregation responses are in bold. 
- Please stop at the welcome station for a gift. 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God, in the wilderness your children often traveled confused and fearful.  

We confess our own wanderings in sorrow, sadness and doubt.  We know how it feels 
to be lost, hurt, troubled.  It often seems we are wandering scared from all that 
threatens us.  Desperate for survival, we settle for only half-hearted attempts at life.  
Forgive our reckless measures to find security.  Forgive our lack of confidence in the face 
of death.  Give us a large measure of your spiritual nourishment so that even in the 
great difficulties, we will flourish in your grace.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: Through scripture, God uses wilderness experiences for moments of 

transformation and rebirth. 
P: No place or experience is too far removed from God’s love. 
L: Not even death can separate us from God’s amazing grace. 
P: As we journey forward, may we always be certain that God’s Spirit is here    

with us. 
L: In Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God. 
L: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet one another with signs of peace) 
 
 

*GLORIA              
 

We are singing, for the Lord is our light, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 
We are singing, for the Lord is our light, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 

 

We are singing, oh, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 
We are singing, oh, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM 32 (Cantor will introduce; congregation, please join on refrain) 
 

          R                        
 
 
 
 
 
 

L: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
P: Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit 

there is no deceit. 
L: While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
P: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as 

by the heat of summer. 
L: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;  
P: I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’, and you forgave the guilt of 

my sin. R 
L: Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the 

rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 
P: You are a hiding-place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me 

with glad cries of deliverance. 
L: I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my 

eye upon you. 
P: Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must 

be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you. 
L: Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 

trust in the LORD. 
P: Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 

heart. R 
 

Celebrating the Meal 
 

(All Christians are welcome at the table of our Lord.  The bread is gluten-free.  Red wine and white 
grape juice are offered.  Those choosing not to commune may receive a blessing from the servers.) 

 

The Invitation to the Meal 
L: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, this is the table where our Savior Jesus Christ wants 

to feed us on the bread of life.  Let us feast on his grace that forgives us.  Let us 
feast on his peace that calms us.  Let us feast on his love that frees us.  Come just 
as you are and be fed by him.   

 



The Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L: It is right and good always to give thanks, … 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

L: We praise your name as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
Hymns during the distribution of the elements: 

 

You Are My All in All 
Congregation joins on refrain. 

 
 

Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer 

Guide me, O my great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land; I am weak, but 
you are mighty; hold me with your powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain, where the healing waters flow. Let the fire and  
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,  

ever by my strength and shield, ever be my strength and shield. 
 

When I reach the River Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. Death of death, and 
hell’s destruction, land me safe on heaven’s side. Songs of praises, songs of praises  

I will ever sing to you.  I will ever sing to you. 
 



You Are Mine 
Congregation joins on refrain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
All: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 

granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Rev. Chris Myers 
 

SONG (Children preschool through grade 8 leave for Sunday School.) 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 4:1-11 
 

SERMON                                   The Rev. Michael Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN                                             When We Are Tested  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*STATEMENT OF FAITH – African Creed 
We believe in the one High God, who out of love created the beautiful world 

and everything good in it.  God created the human person for happiness in the world.  
God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the earth.  We have known this 
High God in the darkness, and now we know God in the light. 

 

God promised in the Scriptures to save the world and all the nations and tribes.  
We believe that God kept all promises by sending Jesus Christ, a person in the flesh, a 
Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left his home and was always on safari 
doing good, curing people by the power of God, teaching about God and humankind, 
showing that the meaning of religion is love.  Jesus was rejected by his people, 
tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross, and died.  He lay buried in the grave, 
but the hyenas did not touch him, and on the third day, he rose from the grave. 

 



We believe that all our sins are forgiven by God.  We accept the gift of baptism 
and in the community of faith we live in ways of love and share the bread of life.  We 
announce the good news to all people so long as God gives us breath.  We believe 
that the Spirit is in the world and that God cares for us in life and in death.  This we 
believe.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
 

Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 
 

…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

GATHERING OUR GIFTS                              O Love Chancel Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Glorious God, above the noise of conflict, there is a song of peace.  Above the 
world’s weeping, there is a song of hope.  Above the cries of hate, there is a song of 
love.  Bless these gifts, O Lord, that we, too, might be singers of Your song.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*HYMN                                    I Sing the Mighty Power of God #12 
 

*BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Reprinted music used by permission under the following licenses: 

OneLicense.net A-703731; CCLI License 2892021 
 
 



 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS 
Preacher: Rev. Michael Jones 
Celebrant: Rev. Chris Myers 
Cantor: David Reilly 
Liturgist: Rebecca Ferguson 
Deacons: Karen Lloyd, Laura Anderson 
Organist: Marsha Pearson 
Nursery: Kahla Fuller 
Live Stream: Ryan Luedtke 
Trustee: Trish Graves 
Coffee  
  Fellowship: Merry Widows – St. B’s Donuts 
 and Congregational Croissants 
Counters: Marie Roe, Trish Graves 
 

Altar table flowers are given by Brian Miller 
and Loral Keil to honor their granddaughter 
Alma Shoshana. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Christopher Myers 
Education Pastor: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Community & 
  Outreach Pastor: Deb Meyer 
Youth Ministers: Alex Plum, Sarah Plum 
Music Coordinator & 
  Bell Director:  Jamie Mills 
Choir Director: Sarah Plum 
Organists:  Terry Mithun,  
  Marsha Pearson 
Building Manager: Timothy Bylander 
Church Moderator: Joel Larsen 
Office Administrator: Missy Luedtke 
Nursery Attendant: Kahla Fuller 
Custodian:  Farnum Fuller 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

    Feb 19, 2023 Year to Date 
 

 General Fund Income*    $     8,425   $  72,051 
 General Fund Operational Needs    $   10,268    $  82,144 
 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 
*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

Offering QR Code  

1.  On your mobile device, open your Camera app or QR Code app 

2.  Point your camera at the QR Code 

3.  Click the tab ‘Give Online’ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please remember the following in your prayers this week: 
 

Those who are ill or recovering: 
Zeke Wells, Neal Prochnow, Donna Moseman, Melissa Oscanyan (friend of Ann Nelson), Raelle and Jeff Jorae, 
Arnie Follstad (Jamie Follstad’s father), William (father of Andy Krueger), Kevin (grandson of Jan Hansen),  
Sheila Peterson, Vicki Sippel, Larry Page (friend of Carole Mottaz), Bobbie Kuhn    
 

Prayers for the ministry of our congregation: 
- For the Rev. Michael Jones who began his call recently as our Northwest Association Associate Conference  
  Minister and who is our guest preacher today, may his ministry and preaching bring God’s presence close 
- For Alex Plum and Peter Rayne who are competing in this year’s Birkebeiner in Hayward on Saturday,  
  February 25, may the wind be at your back and your legs strong as iron!   
- For those getting ready for the Back Bay Mission trip to Biloxi, Mississippi in March, may you be given strength  
- For Sarah Plum and her husband Alex as they celebrate the news of a new baby to be born in late August,  
  may God watch over you giving you strength and patience as you await your new arrival 
- For those who each Sunday volunteer as liturgists, deacons, teachers, trustees, teachers and coffee hosts  
- For those who support our church’s ministry with their tithes, offerings and gifts--you are all a blessing 
 

Prayers for our World: 
- For the people of Turkey and Syria recovering after deadly earthquakes, may God be at work through the  
  care, concern, and rebuilding efforts of God’s people 
- For the people of Prescott mourning the tragic deaths of two teens in a car accident, may God grant them  
  strength  
- For our nation as it struggles through waves of gun violence, may we find a better way  
- For those dealing with mental health issues, that they may receive support  
- For those traveling over Spring Break, may you go in peace and return refreshed 
- For civilians caught in the war in Ukraine who always suffer the most, may a better way forward be found  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 
- For the birth of Alma Shoshana Miller born on Valentine’s Day to parents Luther and Mira and proud  
  grandparents Loral Keil and Brian Miller, may she grow in love  
- For Jenna Lawrence and Carter and Tyler Sterba, all of whom qualified for the state wrestling tournament in  
  Madison, may you be given strength 
- For the return of Wednesday Night Family Meals (hint sign up today)! 
- For Lou Greub who celebrated his 90th birthday on February 18th, you continue to amaze and inspire us! 
- For church leaders preparing for Ash Wednesday and our Lenten Prayer Around the Cross worship services  
  on Wednesday nights, may they fill us with God’s peace and purpose  
- For Suzanne Hagen who each week washes A LOT of communion cups keeping us clean and green, God  
  bless you! 
 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones: 
- For the family of Marilyn Boles who died this past week at 93 and whose funeral will be Friday, February 24 at  
  1pm at Bakken and Young.  Marilyn grew up at First Congregational and had fond memories of this church and  
  its youth group.  May she rest in peace. 
- For the family of Alice Hanson whose Memorial Service will be here at church on Saturday, April 22 at 11am  
  with visitation two hours before and a lunch to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  May God bless her family  
  thankful hearts for her 98 years of living. 
- For those in mourning including the families of Diana Villeneuve (father Jeff), Jan Hansen (son in law Gil),  
  Alan Tuchtenhagen (cousin Tom),  Lee Lueck (nephew Larry), Jan Place (sister Kathy), Del Hirstein (husband  
  Roger), may you comforted through the care of others and the peace of Christ  
 

If you have people you wish to include on our prayer list, please contact the church office or one of the pastors.  
 

 



NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FEBRUARY 26, 2023                                (A) FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And 
the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall die.’ 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The 
woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, 
“You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.”’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,[a] knowing 
good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted 
for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said 
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he 
answered, ‘It is written, 

“One does not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

“He will command his angels concerning you”, 
    and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down 
and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.”’ 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-7&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-61a

