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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN 

 

March 5, 2023                                            Second Sunday in Lent                                                     10:00 am 
 

Gathering 
 

Frequently, we do not leave the past behind.  We clasp onto it.  We dissect it and let 
fears for the future, tempered by the past, unconsciously prevent us from taking up 

the task of changing our world.  - Ray Simpson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                             
 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Lent is a homecoming. 
P: Home from weary years, 
L: Home to calm our fears, 
P: Home to dry our tears. 
L: Lent is a homecoming, 
P: Home to remember our name, 
L: Home to a warm embrace, 
P: Home to a hopeful place, 
L: Home with Christ, who is one with our journeying. 
P: Home to prepare again for the last days of the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
All: Come let us worship the Lord our God. 
 

*HYMN                                   Come, O Fount of Every Blessing #459 
 
 

 

No matter who you are.  No matter where 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are 

welcome here!   
 

As Jesus’ courageous disciples, 
living God’s grace, we strive to: 

 - Worship faithfully 
 - Welcome openly 
 - Grow spiritually 
 - Care passionately 
 - Serve generously 

 

Welcome to our guests who are visiting with 
us today! Join us for coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall following the worship service. 
 

- The nursery is available for young children. 
- Activity bags are available for children. 
- Large print bulletins are available from the  
  ushers. 
- Please stand when noted by the *  
- Congregation responses are in bold. 
- Please stop at the welcome station for a gift. 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
L: We’ve been looking everywhere for you God, and can’t seem to find you. 
P: God, we want you to fix the world and you seem to be way too busy 

somewhere else. 
L: We’re getting tired of all the disruption and chaos and violence and uncertainty 

and suffering.   
P: We want you to fix it, God.  Make everything just right.  For us, for our families, 

for our communities and nations and peoples everywhere.   
L: This is our confession, God: we want you to do it all. 
P: This is our confession, God: we want you to fix the world.  
All: Turn us around, God.  Give us the faith we need to be your faithful people here 

and now.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: God is with us.  God is in the world.  For countless generations God has dwelt 

among peoples everywhere.  
P: God forgives our doubting and the weakness of our faith.  God opens our hearts 

and leads us home by the pathway Jesus set out for us. 
L: God knows that we’re trying, and God forgives our wandering ways. 
P: Thanks be to God, this day and all our days!  Amen. 
L: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet one another with signs of peace) 
 

*GLORIA              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hearing the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

PSALM 121 (Cantor will introduce; congregation, please join on refrain) 
 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

L: I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? 
P: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
L: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
P: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
L: The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
P: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
L: The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
P: The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and for 

evermore. R 
 

Celebrating the Meal 
 

(All Christians are welcome at the table of our Lord.  The bread is gluten-free.  Red wine and white 
grape juice are offered.  Those choosing not to commune may receive a blessing from the servers.) 

 

The Invitation to the Meal 
L: Today we gather at the table of the Lord where ordinary gifts of bread and wine 

are shared, where a vision for a new heaven and a new earth shine forth for all  
to see. 

P: We come to be filled where once we were hungry. 
L: We come to have our thirst quenched where once we were parched. 
P: We come to find peace in a broken world. 
All: We come and gather around the table so that together we may become God’s 

faithful followers. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 



L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L: It is right and good always to give thanks, … 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

L: We praise your name as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Distribution of the Elements 
Hymns during the distribution of the elements: 

 
 

Come to the Table of Grace 
 

 
 
 

This is the Body of Christ 
This is the body of Christ, broken that we may be whole;  

This cup, as promised by God, true to his word, cradles our Lord;  
Food for the good of the soul. 

 
 
 
 



You Are Mine 
Congregation join on refrain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
All: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 

granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Rev. Chris Myers 
 

SONG (Children preschool through grade 8 leave for Sunday School.) 
 

Jesus loves me!  This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me!  Still today, walking with me on my way, 
Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  
 

SERMON                                   Rev. Chris Myers 
 

*HYMN                                Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant? #539 
 
 
 
 
 



*STATEMENT OF FAITH (from a morning prayer liturgy at Eastern Mennonite Seminary) 

We believe in God: 
 Whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our lives, 
 Whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, 
 Whose love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all, 
 And whose love, defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom. 
Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in God we trust; And 
in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves in the service of others, 
 To seek justice and to live in peace, 
 To care for the earth and to share the commonwealth of God’s goodness, 
 To live in the freedom of forgiveness and the power of the spirit of love,  
  and in the company of the faithful, so to be the church for the glory of  
  God. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
 

Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 
 

…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF BACK BAY MISSION PARTICIPANTS 
George Beatty, Murphy Beatty, Matthew Cernohous, Carol Merriman, Chris Myers, 
Natasha Rayne, Marie Roe, Dan Rude, Rose Rude, Connor Rude, John Sullivan, 
Matthew Thurston 
 

L: All who take upon themselves the name of Christ are called into ministries of love 
and service by the example of Christ.  As these members of our community begin 
their work among the people of Biloxi, we pray the blessings of God and this 
community upon their endeavors. 

P: We recognize you as ambassadors of this congregation in ministry with Back 
Bay Mission and dedicate you to service in the name of Jesus Christ.  Through 
our prayers we will be united with you in your work.  May God richly bless your 
labors. 

L: Let us affirm our belief in the responsibilities of Christian service. 
 
 
 
 



All: We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of 
creation.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s 
gifts.  We commit ourselves to the dignity of all persons and to the 
improvement of the quality of life for all God’s people.  We dedicate ourselves 
to peace throughout the world and to the rule of justice among all peoples.  We 
believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs, and 
gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. 

 

GATHERING OUR GIFTS          Come and Kneel at the Cross Chancel Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L: In the name of Jesus, 
P: We are reminded of how much we have been loved. 
L: In the name of Jesus, 
P: We find the grace to love one another. 
L: In the name of Jesus, 
P: We offer up our worship on this day. 
L: In the name of Jesus, 
P: We give this offering of gifts that all peoples might hear this name, might know 

this Lord, might experience his love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending 
 

*HYMN                                      O God, Our Help in Ages Past #25 
 

*BLESSING 
 

POSTLUDE  
Reprinted music used by permission under the following licenses: 

OneLicense.net A-703731; CCLI License 2892021 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS 
Preacher: Chris Myers 
Celebrant: Chris Myers 
Cantor: David Reilly 
Liturgist: Carole Mottaz 
Deacons: Karen Lloyd, Linn Lawrence, 
 Lois Martin, Cindy Gandrud,  
 Jena Most 
Organist: Marsha Pearson 
Nursery: Kahla Fuller 
Live Stream: Ryan Luedtke, Murphy Beatty 
Trustee: Allen Barnes 
Welcomers: Dennis and Lynn Linder 
Coffee  
  Fellowship:  
Counters: Diane Welsh, Jean Smith 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Christopher Myers 
Education Pastor: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Community & 
  Outreach Pastor: Deb Meyer 
Youth Ministers: Alex Plum, Sarah Plum 
Music Coordinator & 
  Bell Director:  Jamie Mills 
Choir Director: Sarah Plum 
Organists:  Terry Mithun,  
  Marsha Pearson 
Building Manager: Timothy Bylander 
Church Moderator: Joel Larsen 
Office Administrator: Missy Luedtke 
Nursery Attendant: Kahla Fuller 
Custodian:  Farnum Fuller 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

    Feb 26, 2023 Year to Date 
 

 General Fund Income*    $   13,443   $  83,314 
 General Fund Operational Needs    $   10,268    $  92,412 
 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 
*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Offering QR Code  

1.  On your mobile device, open your Camera app or QR Code app 

2.  Point your camera at the QR Code 

3.  Click the tab ‘Give Online’ 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 



Please remember the following in your prayers this week: 
 

Those who are ill or recovering: 
Zeke Wells, Neal Prochnow, Donna and Mike Moseman, Melissa Oscanyan (friend of Ann Nelson), Raelle 
and Jeff Jorae, Arnie Follstad (Jamie Follstad’s father), William (father of Andy Krueger), Kevin (grandson of 
Jan Hansen), Sheila Peterson, Vicki Sippel, Larry Page (friend of Carole Mottaz), Bobbie Kuhn    
 

Prayers for the ministry of our congregation: 
- For all of us as we journey through Lent toward Holy Week, that it may be a time of reflection and  
  renewal 
- For those being commissioned this Sunday for the Back Bay Mission Trip March 11-17, may you do good  
  work, share God’s love and come home tuckered out but grateful  
- For Sheila Peterson as she begins her battle with stage 4 pancreatic cancer, may God give you strength  
  and courage   
- For Alex Plum and Peter Rayne who completed this year’s Birkebeiner in Hayward on February 25, you  
  inspire us!   
- For Sarah Plum and her husband Alex as they celebrate the news of a new baby to be born in late August,  
  may God watch over you giving you strength and patience as you await your new arrival 
- For those who each Sunday volunteer as liturgists, deacons, trustees, teachers, and coffee hosts  
- For those who support our church’s ministry with their tithes, offerings, and gifts--you are all a blessing 
 

Prayers for our World: 
- For the people of Turkey and Syria recovering after deadly earthquakes, may God be at work through the  
  care, concern, and rebuilding efforts of God’s people 
- For our nation as it struggles through waves of gun violence, may we find a better way  
- For those dealing with mental health issues, that they may receive support  
- For those traveling over Spring Break, may you go in peace and return refreshed 
- For civilians caught in the war in Ukraine who always suffer the most, may a better way forward be found  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 
- For the birth of Alma Shoshana Miller born on Valentine’s Day to parents Luther and Mira and proud  
  grandparents Loral Keil and Brian Miller, may she grow in love  
- For the return of Wednesday Night Family Meals (hint sign up today)! 
- For Lou Greub who celebrated his 90th birthday on February 18th, you continue to amaze and inspire us! 
- For church leaders preparing for our Lenten Prayer Around the Cross worship services on Wednesday  
  nights, may they fill us with God’s peace and purpose  
- For Suzanne Hagen who each week washes A LOT of communion cups keeping us clean and green,  
  God bless you! 
 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones: 
- For the family of Alice Hanson whose Memorial Service will be here at church on Saturday, April 22 at  
  11am with a visitation two hours before and a lunch to follow in the Fellowship Hall.  May God bless her  
  family with thankful hearts for her 98 years of living. 
- For those in mourning including the families of Diana Villeneuve (father Jeff), Jan Hansen (son in law Gil),  
  Alan Tuchtenhagen (cousin Tom),  Lee Lueck (nephew Larry), Jan Place (sister Kathy), Del Hirstein  
  (husband Roger), may you comforted through the care of others and the peace of Christ  
 

If you have people you wish to include on our prayer list, please contact the church office or one of the 
pastors.  
 

 



NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 5, 2023                                       (A) SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Genesis 12:1-4a 

Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.’ 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to 
you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 
do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 

 


