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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN 

 

All Saints Sunday 
November 1, 2026                      Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost                                         10:00 am 
 

Gathering 
 

Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible;  
and suddenly you are doing the impossible. 

- Francis of Assisi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                  
 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Like the faithful who have gone before us, let us keep our eyes focused on Jesus, 
P: Our hearts set on God's love, 
L: Our hands ready to bind up the hurts of creation, 
P: Our feet ready to go the extra mile. 
L: Let our eyes see light even within darkness. 
P: Give us mouths eager to sing God's praise and hearts yearning to rejoice. 
L: Like the ones who have gone before us,  
P: Let us follow as part of the communion of saints.   
All: Come let us worship the God who leads us into life!   
 

*HYMN                                                 For All the Saints Black #299 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
L: Jesus embodied the unconditional love of God… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
L: Jesus fed those who were hungry… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
 

 

 

Our Mission is to Love God and 
Serve People. 

 

Everyone is Welcome Because 
Everyone Matters. 

 

Welcome to our guests who are visiting with us today!  
 

- Activity bags are available for children. 
- Large print bulletins are available. 
- Visitors please stop at the welcome booth. 
- Please stand when noted by the *  
- Congregation responses are in bold. 
- Please note our worship service is livestreamed. 



L: Jesus drew near to those living on the margins and excluded… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
L: Jesus brought healing and wholeness to those in need… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
L: Jesus hungered and thirsted for righteousness… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
L: Jesus loved people as they were, not as we wished they were… 
P: We pray, may we be more like Jesus.  Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
L: Beloved, through the love shown to us by Jesus, 
P: We can be sure that we are God’s children now. 
L: The Spirit of Christ is among us today. 
P: And by God’s grace may we become more and more like Christ each day. 
L: Let us live as God’s joyful people, forgiven and set free for service in Christ’s 

name.  This is good news! 
P: Thanks be to God! 
L: May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet one another with signs of peace) 
 

*GLORIA 
Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down. 
Glory, glory hallelujah, since I laid my burdens down. 

 

I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burdens down. 
I feel better, so much better, since I laid my burdens down. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 John 3:1-3 

 

PSALM 34:1-10, 22 (Cantor will introduce; congregation, please join on refrain) 
 

         R                    Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 

 

L: I will bless the LORD at all times; God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
P: My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 
 
 



L: O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt God’s name together. 
P: I sought the LORD, and God answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
L: Look to God, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
P: This poor soul cried, and was heard by the LORD, and was saved from every 

trouble. 
L: The angel of the LORD encamps around those who trust God, and delivers them. 
P: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in God. 
L: O fear the LORD, you his holy ones, for those who fear him have no want. The 

young lions suffer want and hunger, but those who seek the LORD lack no good 
thing. 

P: The LORD redeems the life of his servants; none of those who take refuge in him 
will be condemned. R 

 

Celebrating the Meal 
 

All Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. The bread is gluten-free. The cup is alcohol-free. 
Those choosing not to commune may receive a blessing from the servers. 

 

The Invitation to the Meal 
 

L: Let us come to this table as all saints do, with love in our hearts, grace on our lips, 
memories buried deep in our souls, and a faith that holds it all together.   

P: Come let us join the long procession of men and women, young and old, who 
have gathered around this table longing to be fed with food that truly satisfies.   

All: On this All Saints Sunday, let us take our place in the feast of life. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L: It is right and good always and everywhere to give thanks… 

 

The Words of Institution 
 

L: We praise your name as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
All: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.   

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Distribution of the Elements 
Hymns during the distribution of the elements: 

 

Bread for the Journey 

 
The Church’s One Foundation 

Blue #544 
 

Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 
Blue #320 

 

Come and Fill Our Hearts 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy.  

 Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
All: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 

granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 
for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Proclaiming the Word 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN         Rev. Chris Myers 
 

SONG (Children preschool through grade 8 leave for Sunday School.) 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

SERMON                                   Rev. Chris Myers 
 

*HYMN                                       Shall We Gather at the River Blue #522 
 

*STATEMENT OF FAITH (taken from the New Zealand Church) 

You, O God, are supreme and holy.  You create our world and give us life.   
Your purpose overarches everything we do.  You have always been with us. 
You are God. 
 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond all measure. 
You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died 

and rose again.  You are with us now. 
You are God. 
 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit.  You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 
You reconcile and hear; you overcome death.  You are our God.  We worship you.  

Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS & LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
 

Steve Hove, Grace TerMaat, James Filkins, JoAnn Lentz, Mary Fern, Terry Smith,  
Loral Keil, Kate Wolfe-Jenson, Joyce Kampstra, Ann Gustafson, Glenn Hansen 

 

Lord in your mercy… Hear our prayer. 
 
 

…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT Louie Filkins 
 

GATHERING OUR GIFTS – Chancel Choir 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
Kyle Pederson 

 
 
 

 
(Directions at 

end of bulletin) 



*OFFERTORY                                  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
O God, you have poured out your grace and blessings upon us.  Your generosity 

is lavish, your love unconditional, and your joy overflowing.  Receive these gifts and 
offerings as a token of love and gratitude from your children, and may we reach out 
to others to include them in the family tree.  Amen. 

 

Sending 
 

*HYMN                                   When the Saints Go Marching In 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL GARDEN PLAQUE & BLESSING 
     In God’s love… you are home. 
 



POSTLUDE      
 

Reprinted music used by permission under the following licenses: 
OneLicense.net A-703731; CCLI License 2892021 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUNDAY PARTICIPANTS 
Preacher: Chris Myers 
Celebrant: Chris Myers 
Cantor: David Reilly 
Liturgist: Marie Roe 
Deacons: Heidi Cavaness, Ann Nelson, 
 Kathy Rausch, Steve Koecher, 
 Laura Anderson 
Organist: Marsha Pearson 
Live Stream: Jeff Hoffman 
Nursery: Kahla Fuller 
Trustee: Matt Meyer 
Welcomers: Jill Hatfield, JoAnne Friedell 
Coffee  
  Fellowship: Welcoming Committee 
Counters: Marie Roe, Evelyn Purdy 
Altar table flowers are given by Marie and 
Roland Roe in memory of their parents. 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Christopher Myers 
Education Pastor: Stacy Johnson Myers 
Community & 
  Outreach Pastor: Bob Wang 
Youth Minister: Alex Plum 
Music Coordinator & 
  Bell Director:  Jamie Mills 
Choir Director: Sarah Plum 
Organists:  Terry Mithun,  
  Marsha Pearson 
Building Manager: Timothy Bylander 
Church Moderator: Marie Roe 
Office Administrator: Missy Luedtke 
Nursery Attendant: Kahla Fuller 
Custodians:  Farnum Fuller, 
  Troy Zakrzewski 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

   Oct 25, 2026 Year to Date 
 

 General Fund Income*    $     4,395   $  468,668 
 General Fund Operational Needs    $   11,308    $  486,244 

 
 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the church office. 
*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Offering QR Code  

1.  On your mobile device, open your Camera app or QR Code app 

2.  Point your camera at the QR Code 

3.  Click the tab ‘Give Online’ 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
 
 
 

 
 



Please remember the following in your prayers this week: 
 

Those who are ill or recovering: 
Eric (friend of Liz Swank), Steve and Janice Withers (father and mother of Erik Withers), Sam Morrissette, 
Nathaniel (friend of the Kruegers), Bruce (father of Melissa Oscanyan), Ryan Cottrell (friend of the Koechers), 
Diana (friend of Janice Healy), Nolan, Kelly (sister-in-law of Cindy Gandrud), Dave Woeste, Joan Hyland, 
Samantha Church (granddaughter of Duane Church), Bernie (brother of Becky Pajac), Kevin (son-in-law of Pat 
Anderson), Helen Stoltz-Wood, Diane Olsen and Faye (friends of Helen Stoltz-Wood), Mary Yaeger, Sharon 
Monroe, Logan Kiel, Luca, Cindy and Chris Marek (friends of Sue Simonet), Pat Anderson   
 

Prayers for the ministry of our congregation: 
- For those who joined us at the Inquirer’s Class, may it help folks learn more about our life and ministry as a  
  congregation  
- For our next Learning Community ‘Churches of River Falls’ on Tuesday, November 10th at 6:30 pm in the  
  Fellowship Hall, may we learn more about our community’s history 
- For those receiving College Packs this fall, may they bring God’s love close to them  
- For those preparing for and enjoying the November 15th Giving Thanks Meal, may it help us feed on gratitude  
- On All Saints Sunday, November 1st, we remember all those who have died this past year and those who have  
  been welcomed home to the church Memorial Garden as we dedicate a plaque with their names, may we  
  remember them with gratitude  
 

Prayers for our World: 
- For our nation as we vote this Tuesday, that we may elect leaders who look to the common good, have  
  compassion for our neighbors, and respect for every voice 
- For those struggling to afford basic necessities - food, rent, childcare, healthcare - that God would provide for  
  them through caring communities, compassionate assistance, meaningful work, and generous hearts 
- For those in our armed forces and their families, may we support them and may God watch over them  
- For farmers, especially small family farms, struggling to stay viable with so many economic challenges  
- For stability and peace in Iran, Israel, Gaza and Ukraine  
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving: 
- For the gift of this church and its ministry as we dedicate our financial pledges on Giving Thanks Sunday,  
  November 15th 
- For our trustees and their helpers who readied our church grounds ready for winter last weekend, God bless  
  you and your work! 
- For the Milwaukee Brewers on their first World Series Title!   
- For the safe arrival of Lainey, daughter of Katie Krueger and Hunter Pesik, born October 20th, may they all rest  
  and grow in love 
- For Alyssa Larsen (daughter of Joel and Tanya) and Jaron Duitsman to be married on October 31 in Maiden  
  Rock, WI with pastor Chris officiating (yes, they are getting married on Halloween!) 
- For Darlene Sumption and Lyle Wood who celebrated their 100th birthdays recently, you are inspirations!   
- For those who will give blood at our next blood drive on Wed, Nov 25 (the day before Thanksgiving), may it be  
  a time of true thanksgiving and may it bring life to others 
 

For those grieving the loss of loved ones: 
- For Charlotte Fiedler Eaton (sister of Barb Mahoney) who died at 98 recently, may we give thanks for her life 
- For those who were welcomed home to the church Memorial Garden, Kate Wolfe on September 16 and Glenn  
  Hansen on October 17, may their memory continue to inspire us 
- For the families of Neil Williams, Connie Pajac (sister of Jeff Pajac), Jeff Healy (brother of Steve Healy), Terry  
  Mills (father of Tim Mills), Galen Matzek (brother of Sue Danielson), may they be remembered with  
  thanksgiving  
 

If you have people you wish to include on our prayer list, please contact the church office or one of the pastors.  
 



Announcements 

Loving God 

New to Church:  Are you a first-time visitor? Please stop at the welcome table in the gathering area to receive a special 
welcome gift from us! 

Sunday Morning Bible Study: Please join us on Sunday mornings to discuss the Bible passages used in worship. The 
group meets from 9:00–9:50 in the Youth Room. For more information, contact Pastor Stacy. 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study:  The group is discussing Revelation. Copies of the book are available in the 
church office for $20. The group meets in the library on Wednesdays, 1:00–2:30 pm. If you have questions, contact 
Pastor Stacy.  

Loving Neighbor 

Christmas Shoebox:  We wanted to remind you of this project for the gentlemen at Kinnic Falls Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Center so when you see the items we have listed, you can grab a couple & before we know it, our list will be complete. If 
you would rather donate cash, put Christmas Shoebox in the memo line and we will make sure all items are purchased. 
Thanks to all of you, we are making a difference. The list is on the gathering table. 

Basics for Local Kids (BLK):  BLK is a non-profit organization that provides winterwear to local kids in need from infant 
to 18 years old. Please consider making a donation of gently used or new coats, snow pants, boots, hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, or socks. Donations can be placed in the bin. Volunteers are needed to help families shop or to sort & 
restock items. To volunteer go to www.BasicsforLocalKids.org or call Kim Johnson at 715-821-1623. Thank you for your 
generous, continuing support. Other questions contact Renee Whipple 715-307-5074. 

Back Bay Mission Trip Planned for April 2027:  Ever wanted to go on a mission trip?  Heard about the awesome 
experiences so many of our church folks have had at UCC related Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi? Join us! Our 
church is sponsoring yet another trip to Back Bay Mission, April 18-24, 2027. Please contact Carol Merriman or Pastor 
Chris for details. Use the sign-up sheet to register your interest.  

Grace Place Donations:  New adult undergarments (underwear up to size XXL), new bras, new or like-new sweatpants 
up to size 4X, new or like-new T-shirts up to size 4X, new shoes (adult men & female), belts, adult socks, good buys. 

Empty Pill Bottles (Prescription Only): The River Falls Lions Club is collecting empty pill bottles, only the clear 
prescription bottles that are filled by our pharmacists, to send to Africa where there is an urgent need. The bottles will be 
washed, and the labels soaked off before they are shipped. A tub is in the gathering area.  

Among Friends Volunteers Needed: The program meets two days a week and has 12 active guests. Training is 
provided & the rewards are phenomenal! Contact them at amongfriendsrf@gmail.com 

First Church Companions: Are you interested in being a companion to someone in our church connecting with them at 
least once a month with a call or visit? Or would you like to have someone for a companion. Please use the sign-up 
sheet to be a companion or request someone to visit you. 

Among Friends is a community-based social respite program serving adults who have memory loss who reside in 
Pierce & St. Croix Counties. For more information, call (715) 293-2561. Check out the website: amongfriendsrf.com & 
Facebook. It is held at church Tuesdays & Thursdays 9am to 3pm. 

Loving Self 

Men’s Group:  Our church men’s group meets every other Tuesday from 9:00-10:00 am in the Youth Room. All men 
are welcome to join us for coffee, donuts & lively conversation. Our next meetings are Nov 10 & 24. 

Women’s Group:  Interested in fellowship & community with other women? You are invited to join the group at noon 
every 2nd & 4th Tuesday. Please bring a lunch. The next meetings will be Nov 10 & 24. 

http://www.basicsforlocalkids.org/
mailto:amongfriendsrf@gmail.com
https://amongfriendsrf.wordpress.com/


Church Yoga:  The church yoga group meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the church Fellowship Hall from 9:00-
10:00 am and via Zoom.  Please contact the church office to receive the Zoom link.  

Let’s Knit/Craft Together: Join us on Thursdays at 10:00 am. We meet at Sycamore on the first Thursday of each 
month & the Fellowship Hall the other Thursdays. We have a great time sharing our projects & enjoying each other's 
company. For more info, contact Marie Roe at 715-781-2103 or firstroe@gmail.com 

Merry Widows: They will meet on Wed, Nov 18 at 1:00 pm at Eunice Filkins’ home. Lunch will be provided.  All 
widows are welcome to join us for dinner and conversation! See Linda Morrow for more information.  

Game Day Sunday: Game Day is held on the third Sunday of the month. Our next date is Nov 22 at 11:45 am. 

WISE Team:  NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Family Support Group meets on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays at 
6:30 pm at 113 East Elm St. & Peer Support Group meets the same evenings at the church at 6:30 pm. For mental 
health issues, please call 988. For info, call Marg Downing at 715-307-5905. 

Community Life 

Wednesday Meals: On Wednesday nights, we offer a home-cooked meal in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is $9 per 
person with a family max of $30. Meals are served from 5:15 to 6:00 pm. You can get your meal to go if you go 
through the line (indicate when you sign up). Reservations must be placed by noon on Tuesdays. You can make a 
reservation online, at church or by calling the church office. We also need people to sign up to help clean up. The menu 
for Nov 4 is boneless BBQ ribs, mac and cheese, butter & parsley potatoes, vegetable, roll. 

Learning Community:  Tues, Nov 10 at 6:30 pm: The Churches of River Falls – This event will focus on churches in 
River Falls. Why? Well, churches, like old houses, barns, gas stations, and train stations, are intriguing. They were built 
with vision, determination, and hope. As time marched on some church buildings were lost to fire or storms. Some were 
remodeled, moved, or repurposed. Congregation member Mark Anderson will show slides of the early churches of River 
Falls and what became of them. He will share a few stories, artifacts, and memories with the slides. If you have pictures 
or artifacts to share, please bring them along! Please sign up at church or online. 

Giving Thanks Meal:  The Annual Giving Thanks Meal will be Sun, Nov 15, after the worship service in the Fellowship 
Hall. The cost is $10 per meal. Join us for a home-cooked Thanksgiving meal as we kick off the season of giving 
thanks. Please include your pie choice of pumpkin or apple & let us know if you will bring a side dish. Sign up by Nov 11. 

Winter Evergreen Porch Pots – Sun, Nov 22 at 1:00 pm:  Come to church to make a winter evergreen porch pot with 
experts, Laura Anderson and Diane Clark. All needed materials will be provided. If you want a specific pot, bring a one 
to two-gallon container such as a recycled Christmas popcorn tub. Bring a garden pruner (if you have one) and work 
gloves are recommended. While you don’t need to pay for the materials, please give an offering of $25 which will in turn 
be given to the River Falls Food Pantry. You may bring your offering to the church office or place it in the offering plate 
marked Porch Pots. Space is limited to 12 participants. Contact Laura Anderson with questions. Please sign up at 
church or online. 

Red Cross Blood Drive: The next Red Cross Blood Drive held at the church is on Wed, Nov 25, from 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm.  See the flyer for more info.  Call 1-800-733-2767 or go to www.redcrossblood.org and enter: 
firstcongregationalrf to schedule an appointment. 

Side by Side Choir: For those living with memory or thinking changes, their care partners, family, friends & community 
volunteers who enjoy helping others. It is a welcoming choir where people gather at the church to connect & thrive by 
sharing music, joy & laughter! Join us Mondays at 10:00 am for our fall season. Rehearsals will conclude with a 
concert on Sat, Dec 5 at 10:30 am. To learn more or sign-up contact: Norma Revels at 651-416-9530 or 
sidebysidechoir@gmail.com 

Name Tags:  We encourage you to wear your name tags so that everyone can call you by name.  It would also help the 
deacons when you take communion.  If you do not have one, please let Missy in the church office know at 
missy@firstchurchrf.org.  In appreciation, the Welcoming Committee.  

mailto:firstroe@gmail.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:sidebysidechoir@gmail.com
mailto:missy@firstchurchrf.org


NOVEMBER 1, 2026          (A) WHITE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  1 John 3:1-3 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 
answered, ‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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